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St JBJECT: Probable Cosaminist Iteacttoa® to flse of the 

GKCAHT for Reconnaissance ewer Cube 


Assumptions! 


Four flights! two for aonth for two souths 
She vehicle would be detected and identified 


tie think it moat likely that there would be no attest to 
shoot down the aircraft, and that the Cassinis ta would either 
sake no public issue of the setter, or would keep public controvert 
in a very low key* If they did sake m issue at all, it would 
sows likely take the form of private warning to the US against use 
of CKCAKP over the US®* But there are other possibilities Which 
are Included in the discussion below* 


1. the Soviets know of the existence of a IIS aircraft such 
a© the OXCART i w» believe that they do not know the details of 
Its capabilities, Om virtually certain reaction to the flight® 
would be for the Soviets to use than to gain wore inform ti on 
about the vehicle* 


2* She Soviets sight be peeled as to why m were using 
this vehicle at this time, for returns which would probably act 
sees to than worth the cost of mrmMmg mm of the aircraft ' s 
capabilities, they would wonder why m chose to Intooddee this 
new factor into the Cuban situation which is twist, m& la whicl 
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they probably consider that we are getting all the intelligence 
we need from unpublleiaed end unmolested U*2 flights , We mask 
their meet likely iatejpretationa would he that the flights 
represented either (a) a stage in the routine replacement of a 
U»S capability which was obsolescent, or (b) final trials before 
use of the aircraft over Worth Vietnam, over China, or even over 
the USSR, 

3. We think it unlikely that the Soviets (or Cubans) would 
attempt to sheet the <MMM down with m 3A~£ missile. We see 
a© reason why the QBCGAHT should be attacked when the U*2 is not.* 


h. The real question is whether the Soviets would decide 
to make an issue of the natter — publicly .or privately* flmy 
flight do so out of concern that the VS was preparing to use the 
vehicle over the V®SR, and out of a desire to get US assura nc es 


public or private renouncing any mmk use. It is also possible 
that they might use it as an occasion for raising the whole 
. nation of overhead recmnaissaace (including that by satellites )| 
or more generally for showing a harder line towards the VS with 
respect to Vietnam* 


5* On the whole, m think it unlike ly that the Soviets 
would want to hast up the international situation over this issue 
if only because it would involve mSmxmmmwb about past 



mm® 



flights over Cuba, and uncertainties about how to deal with 
OXCART in the future. Sence we doubt that they would create 
a public furor, or reopen the whole inaction of overhead 
reconnaissance, mere is about m even chance that they would 
make private representations to the W, warning against use of 
the vehicle over the @308* 


6* Whatever the desires of the 1M end Soviet governments, 
something about use of this vehicle over Cuba might become public, 
either by Cuban declaration or by leaks to the press. la such 
cose the Soviets would surely declare their ability to deal with 
the aircraft over the mm* if there were substantial publicity, 
the Soviets might feel constrained to moke a greater issue of iti 
we think they would prefer not to do so* 

7* If the vehicle come down in Cuba (which we are informed 
is es&resely unlikely) and especially if the pilot were alive, 
there would certainly be a great deal of propaganda and publicity* 
me chances of Soviet actions along the lines mentioned above 
would substantially increase* we still do not think the Soviets 
would create an international crisis* If the aircraft came down 
at sea and was not recovered by Cubans, Ccwanist reactions would 
probably be the same m If it had rettceaed to Its hose* 
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8. There la one other slight possibility worth canvassing. 
The Cubans nay be sufficiently annoyed hy 0-2 reconnaissance, and 
sufficiently eager to do something about it* to seise upon use of 
the OXCART as evidence that the tJS itself had changed a static 
situation* They night than consider that it gave then license 
to use SA-2 missiles against 0-2 aircraft subsequently overflying 
their country* We believe that they would not think the risk 
worth taking; it does not make much sense fmm their point of 
vi mj moreover they would almost certainly be restrained by the 
Soviets* 


9* Chinese Communist and Worth Vietnamese reactions would 
be limited at most to propaganda if the affair become public. 

Both countries would doubtless expect ties vehicle to be used over 
them, bid; the Worth Vietnamese at least expect direct US recon- 
naissance in any case* We do not believe that either country 
would take the event as evidence of 81 intentions to escalate war 
in the Far last, though both might Issue propaganda to this effect 


